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METROPOLITAN REGION SCHEME AMENDMENT 1203/41 — PERTH WATERFRONT PROJECT 

Statement by Minister for Planning 
MR J.H.D. DAY (Kalamunda — Minister for Planning) [2.08 pm]: I present today for tabling metropolitan 
region scheme amendment 1203/41, which will facilitate development of the Perth Waterfront project.  

The amendment reclassifies 19.75 hectares of land subject to the Perth Waterfront project from waterways, parks 
and recreation and regional road reservations to a single public-purpose special-use reserve. Comprising mostly 
undeveloped crown land between the Swan River and the city centre, the amendment area focuses on the 
Esplanade Reserve, Riverside Drive, the Swan River foreshore between Barrack and William Streets, and a 
small portion of the Swan River. It is a logical location for the city to extend to embrace the river given its 
unparalleled access to public transport, its position as the southern anchor of the William and Barrack Street 
spines, and the site’s historical role as a major hub for commerce, transport and leisure.  

As members would be aware, the amendment has its foundations in many years of debate about how the city 
should address and relate to the Swan River. Major transport infrastructure and expansive open spaces have 
contributed to the segregation of the CBD from the river and the isolation of the foreshore. This debate has 
resulted in many concept designs for Perth’s foreshore, culminating in the “Perth Waterfront Masterplan” 
prepared by the Department of Planning and the Western Australian Planning Commission, which was released 
in February 2011. The master plan proposes a diverse mix of uses focussed on a high quality public domain, a 
new inlet, and a major new civic facility in the Indigenous cultural centre. Importantly, this master plan is not 
just about providing opportunities for commercial or residential growth, it is also about investing in the city’s 
communal spaces and culture. The waterfront will be a key destination for the community to enjoy and engage 
with the Swan River in an urban setting. That is not currently available along the length of the CBD foreshore. 
Perth Waterfront is part of a transformational shift for the city—a shift that recognises that designing spaces for 
people is of paramount importance. It is therefore necessary that the planning framework reflect the importance 
of public use of the site and the vision that has been set for Perth Waterfront through the master planning 
process. This amendment achieves these objectives in advance of the Metropolitan Redevelopment Authority 
assuming responsibility for the project and provides an appropriate reserve for the waterfront project to progress.  

In accordance with the statutory provisions for region scheme amendments, this amendment was advertised for 
three months earlier this year. Fifty-six submissions were received comprising 26 submissions of support subject 
to conditions, 20 objections to the amendment, and 10 general comments. I table copies of the submissions and 
the WA Planning Commission’s report on submissions. The consultation process associated with the MRS 
amendment process is in addition to an extensive program of community awareness raising and consultation 
accompanying previous master planning exercises in which strong support for development of the foreshore was 
demonstrated. I am pleased to now table the documentation for metropolitan region scheme amendment 1203/41. 
I commend it to the house. 

[See papers 4112 to 4115.] 
 


